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On the 5th of September, 1557, he was ordered to
cause his officers forthwith to repair to the Boar's
Head, without Aldgate, and to apprehend the players,
who were then, and there, to represent a lewd play,
called A Sack fall of News ; which was thereupon so
completely suppressed, as to prevent its subsequent
publication. The representation of this lewd play
induced the privy council to direct the Lord Mayor
to suffer no plays to be played, within London, but
such as were seen and allowed by the Ordinary. In
the mean time, the Queen continued the household
establishment, which her father had made, for eight
players of interludes. The great poet of her reign was
John Heywood, the epigrammatist, who fled from the
face of Elizabeth, at the revival of the reformation,
which immediately succeeded her accession. If any
drama were printed, during the reign of Mary, it has
escaped the eyes of the most diligent collectors.

The sun of Elizabeth rose, in November, 1558, and
went not down, until March, 1603. This reign, as
it thus appears to have been long in its duration, and
is celebrated for the wisdom of its measures, enabled
learning, by its kindly influences, to make a vast pro-
gress \ and assisted the stage, by its salutary regula-
tions, to form a useful establishment. What Augus-
tus said of Rome, may be remarked of Elizabeth, and
the stage, that she found it brick, and left it marble.
The persecutions of preceding governments had, in-

The players thereof, he is willed, to apprehend, and to commit to
ward, until he shall hear further from hence; and to take their
play-book from them, and to send the same hither." The Lord
Mayor appears to have punctually obeyed. And, on the morrow,
the privy council wrote another letter to the same magistrate:
" willing him to set at liberty the players, by him apprehended,
by order rom hence yesterday, and to give them and all other
playerst nroughout the city, in commandment and charge, not to
play any plays, but between the feasts of All-saints and Shrove-
tide, and then only, such as are seen and allowed by the Ordinary"
[Council-register of those dates.]